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Summary

The relation between learning and religious practice is a complicated and sometimes
even a touchy question. To some people, learning is essential in religious life; and to
the other, it is redundant. This paper is a study of Buddhist attitudes towards learning,
and its evolution in the history. The study finds the Agama literature held a high
esteem of learning and even stated that an ignorant folk might fall into hells. In the
Vinaya and Abhidharma literature, learning still enjoyed respects in religious life but
the scope of learning became more specific. Mahayana literature recognize learning is
capable of producing wisdom but could also bringing arrogance to the learner.
Learning still enjoyed respects in Chinese Buddhism, but some masters of Ch’an
Buddhism were critical of *wild- learned’ individuals. This criticism of learning has a
great influence on Chinese Buddhists, probably one of the factors responsible for the
declining of Buddhist scholarship in the country.
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