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(yada...) mama Sravaka mahayanakanksitas tada sadrasavan
mahabhojanam iva mahaparinirvanam mahasiitram desayami. tatra
katame sadrasah? duhkham amblam anityam lavanam anatmakam
katukam sukham madhuram satmakam kasayam nityam tiktam iti. ime
sadrasah kleSendhanena maya-agnina paripacitam bhojanam
mahaparinirvanam tattvannamrstam mama Sravaka bhufjante.



punar aparam bhagini yatha yllyam paramantranena
paracudakarananimittena va paragramam gantukama dusputran utsrjya
satputranam guhyabhinidhanani darSayasi. ama bhagavan dusputra
anacara anarthabhaginas tesam ity artham na darSayami. satputras tu
kuladharah kulanistarakah te dravyarhah tesam dar§ayami evam aham
bhagini mahaparinirvanagamanakriyam yada karomi tada
tathagatavividhaguhyam samdhavacanam §ravakebhyo niravasesam
kathayisyami. adya putrebhyas chandam dasyami. yatha tvam bhagini
pravasagatam dusputra mrteti kalpayanti na capi mrta. ama bhagavan
punar apy agatante pasyanti. evam eva bhagini maya manityasamjfiam
karsit. adya tathagatah parinirvasyatiti naivam kalpayitavyam
mrtasamjiiavat. ye sada nityo dhruvah sasvatas tathagata iti dharayanti
tesam tathagato grhe tisthati. esa paradhyasayo nama.

prcchavasa nama. iha kascit tathagatam arhantam samyaksambuddham
pariprcchet: katham aham bhagavan kirtim prapnuyam loke dayako
visruta iti. na ca dadyat kasmimscit. tathagatam evam vadet: nihsangam
pravaraya dasidasaparigrahen tyantabrahmacarinam kumaridanena
amamsabhojinam mamsabh (ojana...)
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...mahasttra(m) tathagatagarbhasamdipakatvat ksipra(m) sutrasthanam
adhigantukamena kulaputrena va kuladdhitraya va tathagatagarbhe
bhiyoga karaniya. aha sma evam evad bhagavan evam evad bhagvan.
tathagatagarbhabhavanam yadyaham paurusam praveSitaprabhavita



pratibodhitas casmi. aha (sma s) adhu sadhu kulaputra evam eva
drastavyam lokanuvrttya. aha sma no hidam bhagavan lokanuvartana.
aha sma sadhu sadhu kulaputra evam gambhirena
vrksapuppaharabhrmaravat dharmaharena bhavitavyam.

punar aparam kulaputra yatha masakamiitrena mahaprthivi naiva
tr(pyat)e atisvalpatvat eva masakamitravat svalpam ida mahasutra loki
pracarisyati. anagate kale saddharmavinasaparame
mahaprthivigatam(masa) kamutravat ksayam yasyati. ida saptamam
nimittam. saddharmamntardhanasyasesan samninimittani jiatavya
kuSalena.

punar aparam kulaputra(yatha varsa)su dhvastasu prathamo
hemantamasa Sarad ity ucyate. tasya Sarady upavrttaya megha
tvaritatvaritam abhivrsyapa (varttayanty usmam evam idam ma)
hasiatram tvaritavarsanasaranmeghanirgamanava daksinapatham
pravi§ya mahaparinirvbanam sarvbe sa(ndh)avacana
dharmamegha......daksinapathakana bodhisatvana mahasatvanam.
saddharmavinasam ajfiaya asannahe (mantavr)ttameghavat kaSmi (ram
pra)vi(Sya prthivya)m antardhasyate. sarvbamahayanasutra
vaitulyaparamamrtasaddharmantardhanani bhavisyantiti. tad idanim
ayam sutrala(bha) tathagatajfieyam agata sadharmantardhanav iti
bodhvyam bodhisatvai mahasatvai narakumjarai.

aha sma akhyau bhagavams tathagatah pratyekabuddhasravaka-
bodhisatvadhatunirnna(na) karanam visadavispastartha
(sa)rvbasatvanam sukhavijiiaya. bhagavan avocat: tadyatha kulaputra
grhapatir vba grapatiputro va bhitasya vrajasya nanavarnana gavam
svami syat. tatra ca nila gavah syuh ta ga(va) eko gopah palayet. bhatah
sa grhapati kadacit atmano devatanimittam...
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Some Remarks on the Mahayana
Mahaparinirvanasititraand its Chinese Translations

Wang Bang-wei
Department of Oriental Language Beijing University

Summary

The extant sources for the Mahayana Mahaparinirvanasiitra comprise two Chinese
translations, one of which is a complete work, two comparatively late Tibetan
translations a few Sanskrit fragments, and one Sogdian fragment. The companison
between the Chinese versions and the very"Limited"Sanskrit materials which were
discovered at the beginning of this century in Japan and Xinjiang shows some
discrepancies. It is not possible to explain all these discrepancies asmistraslations as
elaborations added during the translation process. The originals from which the
Chinese versions were rendered, rather differed more or less from the sanskrit text we
have in hand today. And indeed, relevant information in Chinese Buddhist scriptures
catalogues and historical texts indicate that Mahayana Mahaparinirvanasiitra siitra
was, when Chinese Buddhist began to learn of it, was indeed transmitted throughout
India and Central Asia in different vesions with different site and in a changing state.
Like many other Buddhist texts, it must have undertone a course of development
before it assumed its present form. The earliest Chinese translations might offer some
further clues to this fact.
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