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An Investigation of Chan Jan's Thought of Li Chu

Chen Ying-shan
Associate Researcher,Chung-Hwa I nstitute of Buddhist Studies

Summary

This paper intends to discuss Chan Jan’s thought of hsion chu. Basically, Chan Jan’s
explanation on Tien Tai Master Jih Yi’s thought is based on this thought of hsion chu.
Chan Jan is considered as the "dharma general" who revived Tien Tai sect. He took
the principle of hsion chu as the core of Jih Yi’s thoughts. Fundamentally, this is
against Jih Yi’s reflective criticism on the principle of li ti ( ¥ #& ie. the
fundamental substance or body of all things ) . In short, this has lost the dialectical
power of the principle of dependent origination, middle way and ultimate reality. This
may be caused by the development of time’s thought. Since mid-T’ang Dynasty, the
whole Chinese Buddhism all used the viewpoint of "ti" (#5 or substance ) to
describe Buddhism. Chan Jan was no exception. Therefore, he used li chu to explain
Tien Tai thought. This is an evident example.

This paper will discuss Chan Jan’s thought of li chu from three aspects. Firstly, it will
discuss the structure of Chan Jan’s thought of li chu, including the analysis of time’s
background and the formation of the thought of 1i chu. Secondly, it will discuss the
content of Chan Jan’s thought of 1i chu, including the basis of the thought of li chu,
Chan Jan’s emphasis on "Chu", the Buddha-nature having evil aspect and the
Buddha-nature being mind-only. Thirdly, it will discuss Chan Jan’s application of the
thought of 1i chu. In the third part, the discussion is made mainly from the angle of the
principle that non-sentient beings have Buddha-nature as elucidated in King Kang Bei

(Z:[$# ) . This is to show that Chan Jan’s theory that non-sentient beings have
Buddha-nature was based on the thought of li chu. In addition, Chan Jan’s Shih Bu Er
Men or Ten Non-duality

p. 301

Doors (+~_F9) is also the full application of the thought of 1i chu. However,

due to the limit of space, this can not be discussed here and will be treated in another
article.
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