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The Revival of Buddhism in Present Day East Asia and
Its Influence on Society and Economy

Huang Xinchuan
Professor, |nstitute for Research on Asia Pacific,
Chinese Academy of Social Science

Summary

After the Second World War, Buddhism has been becoming the driving force of
economical development and social prosperity in East Asia. The Buddhism in Japan
and Korea, for adapting the change after the war, has made self-adjustment and
suggested the road of “secularization, modernization and rationalization.” It also made
a serial in-depth reform in the fields of doctrine, organization, ritual and religious
activities in order to adapt the economical development and social reform. Ridding of
the cold war influence, the Lamaism in Outer Mongolia and Russian Siberia has
restored and developed rapidly. Lots of Buddhist monasteries have been renovated or
rebuilt. The historical articles of Buddhism have been returned to monasteries by
national museums. Buddhism has performed very actively in politics and social life.
Many Buddhist political parties and social organizations have emerged. The Buddhist
ideology is guiding people’s spiritual activities.

In short, the role of Buddhism in East Asia has penetrated deeply the society, culture,
people’s lifestyle and other areas, not only the traditional religion or individual
spiritual liberation. It has made an undissolved connection with politics and economy.
The Buddhist morality and ethics have been transforming to become social public
morality and professional morality. The Buddhists of East Asia are making untiring
effort to work for world peace, economical prosperity, national rights, people’s
democracy, ecological environment, etc.

Keywords: 1.restoration 2.secularization 3.universal relief 4.Lamaism
5.Tzachan
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