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Introduction to Ven. Sheng-yen’s
Buddhological Works

Gao Zhengnong
Vice President, Shanghai Institute of Buddhist Studies

Summary

Venerable Sheng-yen is a well-known, highly accomplished Buddhist practitioner and
scholar, and a prolific writer. This thesis is a study of three of the Venerable’s works,
The History of Indian Buddhism, The Venerable Sheng-yen Introduces Buddhism,
and Proper Faith in Buddhism. The author believes The History of Indian Buddhism
is a simple, well-focused and all-round work. The Venerable Shengyen Introduces
Buddhism contains a clear, to-the-point outline of Buddhism with lively examples; it
is a good book suitable for beginners in Buddhism. Proper Faith in Buddhism answers
57 questions beginners need to know, providing clear, refreshing viewpoints. All the
answers are presented in a way easily understandable by the reader. Through these
three books, we can have a glimpse of the Venerable Sheng-yen’s erudition, his
efforts to disseminate Buddhism, and his hope for the students to dedicate themselves.
We can also have a glimpse of his extraordinary contribution to contemporary
Buddhist culture.

Keywords: 1.Buddhism 2.Indian Buddhism 3.The Three Jewels 4.four noble
truths  5.proper faith in Buddhism



