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abhikkantaya

rattiya abhikkantavanna
kevalakappam

Andhavanarm obhasetva yen’
ayasma

Kumarakassapo ten’
upasannkami,
upasankamitva ekamantam
atthasi.

Ekamantar thita kho sa devata
ayasmantam
Kumarakassapam etad avoca:

Bhikkhu bhikkhu,

ayam vammiko rattirn
dhiimayati diva
pajjalati.

Brahmano evam aha:

Abhikkhana sumedha sattharn
adayati.
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Abhikkhananto sumedho
sattharh adaya

addasa langir: langi bhadante
ti.

Brahmano evam aha:

Ukkhipa langim, abhikkhana
sumedha sattharh

adayati.

Abhikkhananto sumedho
sattharh adaya addasa
uddhumayikam: uddhumayika
bhadante ti.

Brahmano evam aha:
Ukkhipa uddhumayikam,
abhikkhana sumedha sattharh
adayati.

Abhikkhananto sumedho
sattharh adaya addasa

dvidhapatham: dvidhapato
bhadante ti.
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Brahmano evam aha:

Ukkhipa dvidhapatham,
abhikkhana
sumedh sattharn adayfati.

Abhikkhananto sumedho
sattharh adaya addasa
cangavarari: cangavarar
bhadante ti.

Brahmano evam aha:

Ukkhipa cangavaram,
abhikkhana sumedha

sattharh adayati.
Abhikkhananto sumedho
sattharn adaya addasa
kummarn: kummo bhadante ti.
Brahmano evam aha:

Ukkhipa kummar, abhikkhana
sumedha

sattharh adayati.
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Abhikkhananto sumedho
sattharn adaya addasa
asistinarn: asistna bhadante ti.
Brahmano evam aha:
Ukkhipa asistinam, abhikkhana
sumedha

sattharh adayati.
Abhikkhananto sumedho
sattharn adaya addasa
marhsapesim: mamsapesi
bhadante ti.

Brahmano evam aha:
Ukkhipa marmsapesim,
abhikkhana sumedha

sattharh adayati.

Abhikkhananto sumedho
sattharm adaya addasa
nagarn: nago bhadante ti.

Brahmano evam aha:
Titthatu nago, ma nagam
ghattesi, namo karohi
nagassati.
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Idam avoca sa devata, idam
vatva tatth’ eva
antaradhayi.

Atha kho ayasma
Kumarakassapo tassa

rattiya accayena yena Bhagava
ten’

upasankami upasankamitva
Bhagavantam

abhivadetva ekamantar nisidi.

Ekamantar nisinno kho
ayasma

Kumarakassapo Bhagavantam
etad avoca:

Imam bhante rattirh afifiatara
devata

abhikkantaya rattiya
abhikkantavanna
kevalakapparm Andhavanam
obhasetva

yenaharh ten’ upasankami,
upasankamitva

ekamanfarh atthasi. Ekamantarn
thita kho

bhante sa devata mar etad
avoca:

Bhikkhu bhikkhu, ayarn
vammiko rattirh

dhiimayati diva paijalati.
Brahmano evam

aha: Abhikkhana sumedha
sattharh adayati.
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ko kummo,
ka asisiina,
ka marmsapesi,

ko nago ti.

Vammiko ti kho bhikkhu
imass’ etarm
catummahabhiitikassa kayassa
adhivacanam
matapettikasambhavassa
odanakummasii-

pacayassa

aniccucchadana-parimaddana-
bhedana-
viddharmsanadhammassa,
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ukkhipa langir, pajaha avijjam,
abhikkhana

sumedha sattharh adayati ayam
etassa attho.
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Uddhumayika ti kho bhikkhu
kodhupayasass’ etarn
adhivacanar;

ukkhipa uddhumayikam pajaha
kodhupayasar abhikkhana
sumedha

sattharh adayati ayam etassa
attho.

Dvidhapatho ti kho bhikkhu

¢ | vicikicchay’

o etarh adhivacanar:

ukkhipa dvidhapathar, pajaha
vicikiccharh
abhikkhana sumedha sattharh
adayati
ayam etassa attho.
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uddhacca-
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vicikicchanivaranassa;
ukkhipa cangavaram, pajaha
pafica nivarane,
abhikkhana sumedha sattharh
adayati
ayam etass attho.
Kummo ti kho bhikkhu
paficann’ etarh
upadanakkhandhanam
adhivacanarh,
seyyathidam:
rupupadanakkhandhassa
vedanupadanakkhandhassa
saifiupadana-
kkhandhassa
sankharupadanakkhandhassa
vifianupadanakkhandhassa;
ukkhipa kummam. pajaha paic’
upadana-
kkhandhe, abhikkhana sumedha
sattharh
adayati ayam etassa attho.
Asisiina ti kho bhikkhu
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ukkhipa asisiinam, pajaha
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abhikkhana sumedha sattham
adayati
ayam etassa attho.
Marnsapesiti kho bhikkhu
nandiragass’ etarm
adhivacanar;
ukkhipa marsapesim, pajaha
nandiragam,
abhikkhana sumedha sattharh
adayati
ayam etassa attho.
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The Ant Hill Discourse First Steps towards an
Understanding

F.F.Grohmann
Associate Research Fellow, Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies

Summary

The present paper provides a preliminary study on ode early Buddhist text, the Ant
Hill Discourse. It comprises basically two parts. In the first one, the four Chinese
translations of the scripture under scrutiny are critically edited and synoptically
arranged together with the corresponding Pali sutta -+ The Second part tries > on the
one hand - to establish the relationships between the extant versions. On the other, it
discusses the character of the main story > a rather surrealistic, dream-like tale
narrated by a certain god - Attempts to explain it as"riddle", "simile" or "metaphor"
are refuted and a further inquiry into the meaning of the Pali word “adhivacana"
shows that this key term can hardly be understood to mean in the given context, as has
been claimed, “synonym", “designation" or "metaphorical expression". It rather seems

to represent the notion of "code" or "cipher".
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