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An Inguiry into the Chinese Tradition of Receiving the
Precepts

Ven. Hui-min
Associate Professor, National Institute of the Arts

Summary

From the Tang dynasty, the studies of Vinaya in China were based mainly on the
’Southern Mountain School’ of Taoh-suan ( E'H ) (596~ 667). This article first
examines the analyses made by Southern Mountain School on the Motion and the
Three Annoucements of the Receiving the Bhikkhu Precepts. After comparting the
relevant Pali Text, I make the following suggestions. The third and fourth sentences
analyzed by Southern Mountain School should be combined to read:

If there is complete preparedness of the Sangha, Let the Sangha give “ A ” ordination
with Venerable “ P ” as Preceptor.

Also, the following two combinations should be made in the Annoucement section:

If the ordination of “ A ” through Precoptor “ P ” is pleasing to the Venerable ones,
Let them be silent.

By the Sangha upasampada has been given to “ A > with Venerable “ P ” as Preceptor.

Then, after inspecting all the literature concerning the Chinese tradition of Receiving
the Bodhisattva Precepts, I have discoverd that Rules for Precepts Transmission
Ceremonies of Chian-yue ( /. H ) (1602~1679) , the most popular ceremony text
today, uses the “ three reguesting verification from the Buddhas ” in

p. 82

Boddhisattvabhumi as the main procedure. On the contrary, the main Annoucement of
“ asking applicant three times whether he can receive Boddhisattva Precepts or not ”
treated as preparing part for explanation of Precepts; this is not in accordance with
Chinese orthodox tradition of Receiving the Bodhisattva Precepts.

Keywords : 1.Ordination Procedure 2.Southern Mountain School 3.Rules for
Precepts Transmission Ceremonies
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