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A STUDY ON THE PRAMANA PRINCIPLE IN
NAGARJUNA’S VIGRAHAVYAVARTANI

yang Huei-Nan

Nagarjuna’s Vigrahavyavartani is regarded as a critique on the Nyaya School, one of
the six philosophies of Indian Brahmanism. This school propounded the idea of four
methods to achieve correct understanding, among which one, anuména, was logical
reasoning. The Vigrahavyavartani held the view of everything being empty, and
negated that anumana and the other methods were actually valid. The first purpose of
the present paper is to analyse the three main reasons which Nagarjuna put forth to
make this point.

Another purpose is to demonstrate that Nagarjuna, despite his refutation of the
Nyaya’s anumana . quite often used this logical method himself. How can this
contradiction be explained? The author of the present paper points out that, from the
viewpoint of absolute truth, everything is empty wherefore not only the Nyaya’s use
of anumana naturally bacomes illusory and unreal, but also Nagarjuna’s . However, in
relative truth, it is permissible to apply anumana. Thus the seeming contradiction
between Nagarjuna’s criticism on the one hand and his own free use on the other can
be solved through the theory of the two truths.

[1] & (pramana) ° AH[E (measure) ~ KJE (scale) -~ #EHI] (standard) -~ fi#
[ (authority ) SEE 8 ¢ 5[ AIES EMEAIERIY =0 - (2, ¢ Sir Monier
Monier-Williams, M.A., K.C.LLE., A Sanskr-it-English Dictionary, Delhi: Motilal
Banaridass, 1970, p.685,c.) & @ =YIMEMHF > TAr&E | (prameya) EAZERIME
HAZEMA— "EE , (pramata) ZEHVE T EHER - hEER - T &5
J_ﬁﬁﬁ? "E o RIEMEEEIE TETE, o HIEEET > HNEIRIYARE - BN
| EHFIEZD - AR A - #EY)ER)R (Carvaka) FURE—1H
rEJ Bl "3R&E |, (pratyaksa) > JRENEVEX1E o A mEE IR
(Vaisesika) /K30AH "HE ) B "tbE , (anumana) —ffi " &, 5 Hr > TEE



B EfaE AV o BemiR (Samkhya) RAERIEZSb » SOE—D K
THE=8—"M&%E, (agamadsabda) - JRRIHEEIA LFERAVERE © MI1E
HELRAIERANE - Fringy—&=2 " EmE, (upamana) - JREPEELE < 5
Gh o g/ VEK (Mimamsa ) HYE2E—Z SR (Prabhakaras) - F5RAENT
B4 JEZENN T AR ) (arthapatti) - JRRITHEL - i [EEEHE DELIRITY
EE T (Bhattas) DARIRIEZE2)R (Vedanta) - RIFETRANE - b I00y
—& i VfEfEE | (abhava & anupalabdhi) - 534) > d52{& (Pauranikas) HIJFY
RfEA e/ (& Frighinyg © AJsEME (sambhava) BUHER (aitihya) o

[ LA E£:H, : The Nyaya Sitras of Gotama, (tr.by M.S.C.Vidyabhusana,) New Delhi:
Oriental Books Reprint Co., p.2 ]

[2] 2R, : The Nyaya Sutras of Gotama, p.2. > VUf&E " & | Y% » #2IEE
M- BHEWRES g G5 ) V&SR - (2R (RIER) 532
HI13> )

[3] ZgiE (upamana) - B[IJEEEEZ (comparison) FY—7d# o (IEHEE) 1L6.EH
EFES L T ERESHOAEYEEY) N ERZYRREE -, (2
RGE DRASE > p3.) EeEsh i # 7 —Ef R0 - EARMEEDOF
JEER bos gavaeus & —TEGLFATMR R ENY) - —R > BME] T HMER > BEI T —
FEEANENY) - PN 0 fAE L — BRI E bos bavaeus o 2 AT LUATE I —E
Tk (IEEES) 287 > JpedEsm T EmE | MEA - Fit > OIS
Y7 > bos gavaeus JEARKIEY) » (H - F 2 FAEZEFREMALNE - slE—=
¥ (pramata) FEBFTEILZRGVEREMAOINE » MElRE—E FEA RN EY)—
bos gavaeus ° ALl (IFHEIAE) A& @ "EWMEZEHOCAEY (4) BHEY)
(bos gavaeus ) ZAHEIM: » MIFEXIEZY) (bos gavaeus) HYHIGEH © |

[4] f & (agama) X4 "EEE®E (Sabda) - & (agama) FEFE (K
M) AR~ (MR Rl FEEER S SR AEEEEEGEIR (40
FRACHHY (P&48) ) o (£ Monier-Williams, A Sanskrit-English
Dictionary, p.129, ¢.) TEEF (sabda) HyFFRAIZE S - BAEIEEGESRTH
PR BE B P BB S o (EHEE) LL7.aYRE S > 187 =4 " 0{E
RN 2 KAl (rsi) ~ B2 (arya) FI@EEEE (mleccha » BIFMEA) - (£
H, : M.S.C. Vidyabhasana, The Nyaya Sitras of Gotama, p.4 )

[5125H 0 (RIEE) &32> H13> T HI4> i~ HI16> £ HI19>
~200 F

[6] (IEHEEE) HREIRA » A EEESFENES - M4l rtik 250-350 4
BOMES, - BEAE © (FELE) O.1.&IV. 1.9 S FERf s T
(Aryadeva; 175-275) HYF5E » T 544 - (2R - M.S.C.Vidyabhusana,
The Nyaya Sutras of Gotama,pp.x, 22-42,117,120. ) [N[LiEE6E 57 0] gE & =Y
B o EtispAm/bH (S.C.Vidyabhusana) E2LDLS > (IEHA) HESE I FE
EENEMS - HAth T ~ VRS & 1 Pram (Vaisesika) ~ Fgffl (Yoga) -~ 9
/b (Mimamsa) -~ BKfEZ (Vedanta) FIFFEEFEEIRNEE - Aol HESE
HIFEE - [MEE VEE—EErdimiEraalZ ~ ok > gt B ER S e
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HEREEEE (EHK) CGRIR) THUE -

(7] (lsFem) o 5IR CKIE@E) &32° B35 e

(81 (H&m) FHEIT#EEHR—LE - SHENPIFE6— (BERGE
) BRUEEA T GR) o (UrEVES)) o gERESE T XL GEE) 2
BIREFFAERYILTT » 3l TSR © B4 ~ RE ~ DURER; - TRRES)% - H)
Al ~ BUEEESIN - s - A "X, AV TR WEFEREE R
£~ BR=FZF - ARefiER - TEEREAEL  REMESE -, (1R (KIE
fe) &30 H3 N ) VERRE  HESERME (BEX) MFEES) AR
FRLALIAT (RZFE) - ERGHES) (£) BVFEE - EERHENEE - Kt -
— AR EE) (£) NI IEEESIGHY T 20 - (52 - FElialiEE
BES - TEARIMEE o (FERTS] o ) Rt E L EE )2 A EB AR
g ? fhlelEER 0 TEE AR (CA) £ BAIASG  BEAA RN ZREE
W o ERIFAZL Al L —Sl AR AR () X- 4 (EHI
FHoH4> L) BEENEER  WHREFEIEFER > FESNEE I
SAMEES) (£) » —EIEAEESIERE (X)) - S—AIEREZRE$
WS (RFER) - AiEEEREIEE - REZNEEESES (A
e T NE) 2 ERVEEIREE - M ERER —VISEYETE " HEAE
(pratityasamutpanna ) FVHTEETHES 2 » AEILEFIVGR] (XIF) MEET
TEHVEBIRGE (RIFER) - BorEmA e #mny o Kb - fhdaghitee © TR0
INEE - ) FE—RESSHEE T WERESE T - FERHE £ ) WATREFE
Zhw > SPRRMEREZ ~ REMER © EHEREH T85850E5 (proof by

cases » X% " yMEERE L ) o MAEREHDZA T ARE ) B FERHE T AN
(A) %, tfEes - #EEwElIAWE X, (RRBEEGER) (IFE - AMEEE
T AR (B) £ mEEL  BENRA T AL ESR  EREERE
(reductio ad absurdum ) HYFEM] - BERIHIIEmE T AR (Faw) ) > HE
B WA SR S AER 5 T B aVERZREE - #HE IV B R 2
{9 - Branss A RT-FEY AT (Candrakirti) 5 f§ /%y [ EROEL , (prasangika)
(£, T.R.V. Murti, The Central Philsophy of Buddhism, George Allen and
Unuin, 1955, p. 87.)
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Kunst, The Vigrahavyavartani of Nagarjuna, in K. Bhattacharya, The Dialectical
Method of Nagarjuna ( Vigrahavyavartani) > Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1978, p.14.

[10] /& » oy, J5 Top ) Fzas o (2R (KIEE) 532 H160 58 ¢ )
FAh o [Bl—E5 s > EEEIRAE (RIEE) &32> H 19 B T M
FHJJ ? ’ Hf%]@% FHJJ ?T%ﬁ °

[11] (Hsfsm) 5 5[ CRiER) &32> H 16> E-



[12] EEa e IEEA CEFm) - %5 T REmnEESE (EsFm) o (The
Dialectical Method of Nagarjuna ( Vigrahavyavartani) ° {5 (Delhi) HYEfE
AL - PEARPEZZEHRT /A E] (Motilal Banarsidass )+ {F 1978 FEHIH - F A A5E
## (E.H.Johnston ) FIEEEFF (A.Kunst) Fr&dmny CEER) FARM -

[13] K.Bhattacharya, The Dialectical Method of Nagarjuna ( Vigrahavyarartani) ,
p.-9.

[14] Ibid.

[15] Tbid. 5551 - JFEEER - (@ RRERZE1EIHY drsfanfa - 252 H&E (upamana) 1Y
BE - WRE CESGR) (EERET - —EHH "EmE, —5 -

[16] (&) 5l CRIE#) &32> 516 k-

(171 Fiiad " RESERVEES o WLME NHEVE PSS DAY T © ER{ER
PO ) BN EREEEE T REAENRES ) — "TREE, - IR
ERME  TEzmE ) By BN TR, o (AR T EERE
S, —A) > HARZE (Aryadeva) - (FHim) &1 51R (KIE#) &30 H
181> [ o]

[18] 5[5, (RIEfE) %30 H 181 | -
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