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Huaigan's Exposition of the Pure Land
Teaching of Rebirth

LIU Mingwood
Professor, Department of Chinese
The University of Hong Kong

Summary

Huaigan (D. 699) was the leading disciple of the pre-eminent Pure Land master
Shandao (613-683) and one of the earliest systematizers of Pure Land thought. His
representative and only extant work, the Shi Jingtu Qunyi Lun, was a brilliant attempt
at Pure Land apologetics. Written under strong Yogacara influence, the work spans
the whole range of Pure Land ideas and practices, and provides replies to virtually all
the criticisms, which have been raised against the teaching of the Pure Land School.
This paper tries to examine Huaiguan’s interpretation of the cardinal Pure Land
doctrine of rebirth in the Land of Supreme Bliss of the Buddha Amit?bha. It
comprises the following sections:

1. The benefits of rebirth in the Land of Supreme Bliss
2. The process of rebirth in the Land of Supreme Bliss
3. The state of existence of sentient beings reborn in the Land of Supreme Bliss

4. Replies to criticisms of the doctrine of rebirth in the Land of Supreme Bliss

Keywords: 1.Huaigan 2.Rebirth 3.Buddha Amitabha 4.Land of Supreme Bliss
5.Coming to Bid Welcome
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